Job Fair Connects Students with Employment and Educational Opportunities

Congratulations to the Class of 2018!
The Literacy Center held our forty-first (41st) annual graduation ceremony on Tuesday, June 12 at the Jewish
Community Center in Allentown. We are very proud of each and every one of our graduates!
There were a record number of graduates this year! Forty-one (41) students completed our English as a Second
Language program and an additional 42 students earned their GED (r). An additional six (6) Literacy Center students became United States citizens. Rabbi Seth Phillips from Congregation Keneseth Israel offered the invocation.

The Literacy Center held our first annual Job Fair on Monday, May 21. More than 100 students and former students attended.
Many local employers and training partners attended the job fair, including PA CareerLink Lehigh Valley, FedEx, Lehigh Carbon Community College, Lowe’s, AAA East Central, KidsPeace, Nazareth Pallet Company, Sands Bethlehem, Zulily, Allied Universal Security,
Nestle Purina, Express Business Center, PeopleReady, McCann School of Business, Cetronia Ambulance, Allentown School District,
and Lehigh Career and Technical Institute.

“I highly recommend The Literacy
Center. They don’t just enroll you
in classes; they are always there
for you after graduation.” Alexis
Morris, Graduate of The Literacy
Center’s GED Program

Several students have obtained jobs as a result of our job fair, including Alexis Morris. Alexis graduated from The Literacy Center’s GED program in 2016. She decided
to pursue her GED after becoming pregnant so that she could be a good role model
for her child. Alexis knew that she would need a GED to get a better job. She loved
classes at The Literacy Center so much that she has referred several of her friends
and relatives for classes.

Earlier this year, Alexis heard about The Literacy Center’s job fair from her sister who
just graduated from The Literacy Center’s GED program in June. When she saw that the
Allentown Parking Authority was one of the participating employers, she knew that was where she wanted to work. Alexis was
hired and is now employed as a parking control officer. She loves her job because it allows her to work independently while also
meeting and interacting with people. This job is an important step in Alexis’s career path. “It was the next step for me to become a
police officer, which is my dream.”
The Allentown Parking Authority is also thrilled with this match. Janet Canevari,
communications coordinator, thought that, “participating in The Literacy Center’s
Job Fair was a great experience for the Allentown Parking Authority. We had the
opportunity to meet and talk with so many people and we were fortunate enough
to hire Alexis Morris as a parking control officer.”
Employers interested in participating in next year’s job fair can contact Kelly Gallagher at kgallagher@theliteracycenter-lv.org or (610) 435-0680 ext. 112.

“We look forward to future Job Fairs hosted by The
Literacy Center!” Janet Canevari, communications
coordinator for the Allentown Parking Authority.

“Congratulations to every graduate!
This is a huge accomplishment
towards our future. The GED is just
one step towards our bigger
goals...Don't ever give up!" Abeer
Massad, Graduation Speaker 2018

Our graduation speaker, Abeer Masaad, shared her story and some
words of wisdom with her fellow graduates. Abeer was introduced by
retired ESL Coordinator Patricia Cooper. Two students received
the Yasmine Mustafa Scholarship: Ana A. Ramos and Nieves Paca.
Thank you to entrepreneur and activist Yasmine Mustafa for donating
her speaking fee from last year’s 40th anniversary luncheon to make
this award possible for our students.

A very special thank you to our graduation sponsors: Stauffer Insurance Group; Gayle and Tom Cichocki; Betsy and Patrick Schamberger; Clarence Brommer; Yvonne McCarthy;
Wegmans; Jerry Biuso; Giant Food Stores; Lynn Shelly; and Diane Zanetti. We are also grateful to Marco Calderon Photography for helping The Literacy Center remember this special event through stunning photographs!

Welcome. Sylvia!
The Literacy Center is very pleased to welcome Sylvia Boateng as
the new coordinator of our GED program. Sylvia may look familiar
to you because she has worked at The Literacy Center as a GED
instructor for the past year. Before working at The Literacy Center,
Sylvia was a high school teacher in Washington, D.C for three
years. Sylvia is looking forward to meeting all of our students and
watching their success in the years to come!
Stephanie Ferguson, our former GED coordinator, has moved to
France. We wish her well on this new adventure!

Expanded Partnership with Lehigh Carbon Community College
The Literacy Center is excited to announce that we have
expanded and strengthened our partnership with Lehigh
Carbon Community College (LCCC)!
This spring, the Pennsylvania Department of Education
(PDE) put a new funding formula into place. This formula, based on poverty, unemployment, educational attainment, and on-the-job training opening data, reduced the amount of funding available for adult literacy programs in
Lehigh County by 42%. To continue serving as many students as possible, The Literacy Center and LCCC submitted a
joint application to PDE along with Carbon Career and Technical Institute (CCTI).
What does this mean? LCCC will be our grant administrator. To make the most of our limited resources, we will
share some of our program staff. Our data coordinator, Solymar Flores, will help LCCC and CCTI manage their data
and Olga Jaeger from LCCC will help to coordinate our volunteers. Our ESL coordinator, Judit Garger, will be responsible for ESL-related professional development for The Literacy Center and LCCC. At the same time, LCCC will coordinate GED-related professional development for all three sites. In addition, we will all be working more closely together to identify and develop collaborative solutions to literacy needs in our community.
This partnership will not change The Literacy Center’s organizational structure. We will remain an independent 501
(c)3 nonprofit organization with our own board of directors.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! Lehigh County lost almost $400,000 per year in adult literacy funding through
the Pennsylvania Department of Education. This means that fewer students will have access to English as a Second Language and High School Completion programs, even though more than 30,000 people in Lehigh County speak English less than very well and another 30,000 of our neighbors have not
graduated from high school or the equivalent. You can help by contributing to The Literacy Center.
Support from our local community is more important now than ever before!

Literacy in Action

Spanish as a Second Language Class Held at C&S Wholesale Grocers
The Literacy Center is proud to serve the literacy needs of our
local employers. Over the years, we have partnered with Millwood Incorporated, Trader Joe’s, and others to develop customized English as a Second Language classes for employees.
These classes provide employees with the opportunity to develop their English language skills with minimal disruption to
their workday. In addition, The Literacy Center develops a
unique curriculum that includes the words and phrases common to that particular work environment.
This summer, we partnered with C&S Wholesale Grocers to
develop a Spanish as a Second Language program for their supervisors. This innovative program, facilitated
by Nick Snyder, equipped supervisors with a working knowledge of Spanish that is used in the warehousing
environment so that they can better communicate with staff who are developing their English language
skills. The program included 10 units that were developed through conversation with C&S managers.
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Our fourth annual Faces of Literacy event will be held on Thursday,
October 4 from 5:30—8:00 p.m. at Muhlenberg College’s Seegers
Union. This event honors the achievements of our graduates, who
are recognized with professional photographs taken by Marco
Calderon, while also bringing together champions for literacy from
throughout the community. You are invited to join us!
Guests will enjoy a variety of delectable foods from around the
world, wine and beer, live music with the Ian Cunningham Jazz Trio,
a silent auction, inspirational speakers, and more! Don
Cunningham, president and CEO of Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation, will be the honorary chair of the event.

Welcome from the Executive Director
Dear TLC Friends and Supporters,

Join us for
Faces of Literacy
October 4
FacesofLiteracy.com

My name is Jen Doyle and it is an honor to introduce myself to you as the new Executive Director. I am
humbled and excited to represent such an amazing organization and to have the opportunity to advance
The Literacy Center’s mission to provide education for work, family and life.
With the Pennsylvania Department of Education cutting our funding by 27 percent this year, we will have
our work cut out for us. However, I am confident that we can and will rise to this challenge before us. Fortunately, we have a very dedicated Board of Directors, talented staff, loyal volunteers, and generous donors all working together to move the organization forward.

For more information, go to FacesofLiteracy.com or call (610) 4350680 ext. 112.

Harvest 5K on September 30!
The Harvest 5K is an annual event organized by
Congregation Keneseth Israel in Allentown. This
year, proceeds from the event will benefit The
Literacy Center and The Fund to Benefit Children
and Youth.

Each year, Faces of Literacy recognizes outstanding
students. In 2017, Gerson Ortiz, Ravens Garcon,
and Mina Mouine (pictured above) were honored.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

If you would like to have The Literacy Center develop a customized program for your workplace, contact
Judit Garger at (610) 435-0680 ext. 113 or jgarger@theliteracycenter-lv.org.

Faces of Literacy is October 4!

(610) 435-0680

Summer 2018

Join us on Sunday, September 30 at 3 p.m. in
Lehigh Parkway to run or walk for The Literacy
Center! A one mile fun run is also available, and if
you can’t be there that day you can sign up to be
a virtual walker!
To register, go to Harvest5KRun.com.

Mentors Needed!
The Literacy Center was awarded a generous grant
through Women United to launch a new program,
Women Rising. Women Rising will help immigrant
women develop the skills and relationships needed
to successfully pursue their preferred career in the
United States. The program includes job training,
networking opportunities, and mentoring.
You can help! We are currently looking for mentors
that match our students’ career interests. In addition, volunteers who can help our students prepare
for the job search process are needed.
To sign up or learn more, contact:
Kelly Gallagher
(610) 435-0680 ext. 122
kgallagher@theliteracycenter-lv.org

That being said, we hope you can join us for the fourth annual Faces of Literacy on Thursday, October
4th from 5:30-8:00 pm at Muhlenberg College’s Seegers Union. The event will honor the achievements of
our most outstanding graduates. We are thrilled to have as our honorary chair Don Cunningham, President and CEO of the Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corporation. Don will speak about the importance of adult literacy to the regional economy.
I look forward to meeting many of you over the next few months. In the meantime, if you have any questions or feedback, please do not hesitate to email me at jdoyle@theliteracycenter-lv.org.
Thank you for your continued support!
Sincerely,

Jennifer M. Doyle, MPA
Executive Director
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